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STATE OF MARYLAND 

LAWRENCE J. HOGAN, JR. 

September 20, 2017 

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC DEFENDER 
DISTRICT ONE-BALTIMORE CITY 

JUVENILE COURT 
300 NORTH GAY STREET, 2ND FLOOR 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21202 
Ph. (443) 263-6360 Fax (443) 263-6395 

Toll Free: 1 (877) 430-5187 

PAUL B. DeWOLFE 
PUBLIC DEFENDER 

Becky Feldman 
DEPUTY PUBLIC DEFENDER 

Kirsten Downs 
DISTRICT PUBLIC DEFENDER 

Deborah St. Jean 
ACTING CHIEF A,TORNEY 

Mr. Kevin McDonald 
Chief 
Certificate of Needs Division 
Maryland Health Care Commission 
4160 Patterson Avenue 
Baltimore, Maryland 21215 

Re: Letter of Support for Seasons Residential Treatment Program 

Dear Mr. McDonald: 

As the former Director of the Juvenile Protection Division of Maryland State Public Defender, 
we were tasked with monitoring the conditions of confinement for our clients to ensure that they 
were getting the services the juvenile court ordered. This mandate occasioned that we visit and 
monitor our clients committed to the Department of Juvenile Services for placement in 
residential treatment centers (RTC's) both in and out of state. Over the past 11 years I have 
had multiple visits to youth placed at the Adventist RTCs, the RICAs, Good Shepherd, 
Woodbourne, The Jefferson School and Shepherd Pratt. As I am sure you are aware, 
Maryland youth with significant mental health diagnoses can no longer attend either the 
Adventist RTCs or Good Shepherd. Suffice to say these facilities have had a number of 
problems over their years of service culminating in the decision to stop taking patients. The 
closure of these facilities has occasioned a gap in service provision for these emotionally 
disturbed youth. In the delinquency forum, often these Maryland youth are sent out of state to 
obtain the necessary services. The Seasons Residential Treatment Program would fill this gap 
in services and allow our Maryland youth to remain close to home. Family participation is 
crucial to successful re-entry. 

Seasons programming for young adults ages 18-21 will fill another large service gap. Many if 
not all the above referenced RTCs will not admit this age group. This group of youth are often 
without a viable placement and necessary treatment to prevent their transfer to adult court 
jurisdiction and ultimately the adult Division of Corrections. Seasons can provide the court with 
a treatment option such that the youth can remain within the juvenile court jurisdiction. 

I am fully supportive of granting Seasons Residential Treatment Program the appropriate 
licensing and certifications to begin filling this large service gap. 

Very truly yours, 

a��-t�_, 
Deborah St. Jean r· 
Chief Attorney - Juvenile Division 
Baltimore City Public Defender 
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Rushern L. Baker, Ill 
County Executive 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

September 5, 2017 

Kevin McDonald, Chief 
Certificate of Need Division 
Maryland Health Care Commission 
4160 Patterson Avenue 
Baltimore, Maryland 21215-2299 

RE: Letter of Support - Seasons Residential Treatment Program 

Dear Mr. McDonald: 

As the Deputy Chief Administrative Officer for Public Safety, I would like to offer 
this Letter of Support for Seasons Residential Treatment Center to build and operate a 
new 72-bed children's, youth and young adult's facility in Prince George's County, 
Maryland. There are many areas that would have a positive affect by the presence of a 
secure, therapeutic living environment for youth that have a history of serious health or 
behavioral challenges. Prince George's County can also benefit from a treatment 
program that addresses issues of mental health and substance abuse. 

It is my goal and the goal of the various public safety agencies under my authority, 
to keep our residents and citizens safe. A program, like the one proposed by Seasons 
Residential Treatment, would be another resource to ensure that young people have 
access to the kinds of interventions needed to protect their safety and the safety of 
others. I support programs interested in partnering with local law enforcement officers 
to help build awareness, education and reduce the stigma of mental illness and related 
disorders. 

I support Seasons Residential Treatment Program because I believe the facility will 
help promote mental and public health in the community, provide more supervised care 
and lessen the burden on our correctional facilities and law enforcement officers. If I 
can be of further assistance or provide additional information, please do not hesitate to 
contact my office at 301-952-4758. 

Sincerely, 

��a:�� 
Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
for Public Safety 

14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive, Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772 
(301) 952-4131 

www.princegeorgescountymd.gov 
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT 
FIRST TO SERVE SINCE 1931 

7600 BARLOWE ROAD 

PALMER PARK, MARYLAND 20785 

RUSHERN L. BAKER Ill 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

September 5. 2017 

Mr. Kevin McDonald, Chief 
Certificate of �eccl Div ivion 
Center for Health Care Facilities Planning & Development 
:\lar)land Health Care Co mruis-.ion 
--1-160 Patter-on Avenue 
Baltimore. \ID 21215 

Dear Mr. McDonald: 

HENRY P. STAWINSKI Ill 
CHIEF OF POLICE 

I am writing to expre s my support of Seasons Residential Treatment Program. The 
proposed 72-bed residential treatment center is a greatly needed resource to help serve the needs 
of children and young adu Its with severe behavioral and mental health challenges living in Prince 
George's County. 

Unfortunately, like most cities and counties around the country, mentally ill people who 
commit minor crimes often end up languishing in jails and detention facilities poorly equipped to 
handle their illnesses. By having additional resources available, the police department can direct 
residents to appropriate behavioral health services and treatment often preventing additional 
agency involvement and public safety challenges. 

In order to effectively respond to the mental health challenges of the community, we need 
local partners like Seasons Residential Treatment Program in the public health sector. The 
agency places a high priority on the behavioral health of Prince George's County residents and 
currently has a shortage of local placement resources for those in need of a safe and structured 
environment where treatment is the priority. 

\Ve support the need for the residential treatment center proposed by Seasons Residential 
Treatment Program because it would be a benefit to some of the most vulnerable residents in 
Prince George's County and neighboring counties. 

If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact my office at 301- 772- 
4740. 

Henry P. Stawinski III 
Chief of Police 

21ST CENTURY POLICING 
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�EALTH 
DEPARTI\1ENT 
Prince George's County 

Office q/the Health Officer 

Mr. Kevin McDonald, Chief 
Certificate of Need Division 
Center for Health Care Facilities Planning and Development 
Maryland Health Care Commission 
4160 Patterson Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21215 

Dear Mr. McDonald, 

This letter is in support of the application for a Certificate of Need to provide residential treatment services 
for adolescents (male and female) and young adults aged 18-21 years by Seasons Residential Treatment 
Program, LLC; a wholly-owned subsidiary of Strategic Behavioral Health, LLC. 

Given the lack of residential treatment facilities in Prince George's County, this application provides 
significant benefit to families in this county in the following ways: 

• Facilitates family involvement in the assessment and treatment process and thereby promotes 
family support and re-unification post-treatment. 

• More likely to contribute to successful transition and re-integration of children and youth into the 
community 

• Decreases time and costs associated with travel for family members if the youth is placed out-of 
state and in state if placement is Baltimore and Rockville RTC sites to participate in the treatment 
process, discharge planning and functioning as a visiting resource to the youth. 

• Expands and enhances the continuum of services available to our families. 

While community-based treatment options are preferential, Seasons is proposing to serve populations 
that are difficult to serve and needs a more intensive level of care. In addition, they are also proposing to 
meet a need for which services are not currently available. This includes youth who also have co 
occurring developmental issues and autism spectrum disorders, youth who are between the ages of 18- 
21 years. In addition, the utilization of a pre-placement assessment and diagnostic evaluations is 
commendable. 

In summary, the Prince George's County Health Department supports this application because it provides 
the necessary treatment and support to families with children who are experiencing significant behavioral 
health challenges while enabling the family to remain connected during the treatment process. 

Sincerely, 

yJ�rd� 
Pamela B. Creekmur 
Health Officer 

Headquarters Building 
1701 McC.OmiickDrive, Suite 200, Largo, MD 20774 
OJi,dOl-883-7834, /-i,:dOl-883-7896, rtv / JH Dial 711 
www.princegeorgescoumymd.gov/health 

Ru�, I� Ral..,;c. 1t1 
('v11l'llyE,"'1!11\-., 
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